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Preface 

 
This little book is for anyone who has 

decided that they need Jesus and now 

wonder what happens next. (If you’re a 

“just tell me what I need to know” person, 

go on to chapter 10). When one comes to 

the realization that everything they 

thought would make them happy, fulfilled, 

complete, or whole actually just keeps 

draining and disappointing them, they 

become more open to that which they 

would not have otherwise considered. But 

this is often foreign ground. 

When we envision life as we think it 

should be, we often look at our own life 

only to realize something is missing; 

something is wrong, or wrong with us. 

What we need is not more stuff, a new 
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relationship, or more accomplishments. 

What we need is to get right with God. It’s 

that getting right with God that we call 

salvation. 

Salvation is not something that we 

earn; it’s something that we need. When we 

recognize that need, and trust God to 

provide it, we become saved. This is what 

we call faith: believing that God is who he 

has revealed himself to be, and trusting that 

he can and will do all he has promised. God 

moves on our trust and our desire for him. 

It really isn’t about repeating a 

prayer, or raising your hand, or walking to 

the front of the church at the altar call. 

Most people get right with God and receive 

salvation in the quiet of their own space. 

We share that amazing moment in our lives 

with others because the moment of 
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salvation is only the beginning of 

something greater: a journey. 

This book is kind of like a trail guide. 

Inspired by two articles on Pastors.com by 

Brandon Cox (From the Heart of One Pastor, 

I’m Sorry I Let You Down) and Kenny Luck 

(Now What? First STEP for New Christians), 

its purpose is to prepare you for that 

journey by pointing you in the right 

direction and helping you understand a 

little of what is to come and what you can 

expect. It’s a start, not an exhaustive 

manual. My prayer for you is that you come 

to know Christ more and more; that you 

will continually discover your identity in 

Jesus, that you will begin to actively fulfill 

your calling from God (which is a way to 

say that you will actively follow God as he 

leads you day by day), and that you will 
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leave a legacy of faith for those who would 

come behind you. I pray that in your 

relationship with God you would “grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the 

love of Christ” (Ephesians 3:18).   
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Introduction 
 

Becoming a Christian is no small 

thing. It means that you have recognized 

the supremacy of Jesus Christ above all 

other options and that you have 

surrendered to his truth, and authority. 

More than that, it means that you have 

responded to his invitation to be welcomed 

into his family. Being a Christian means 

that you live with God, and he lives in you.  

When we talk about God living in 

you, we mean that he is present and active 

throughout your life. The Bible says, “Now 

it is God who makes both us and you stand 

firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal 

of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our 

hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to 

come” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22). This is 
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monumental and marks the beginning, not 

of a new stage in your life, but the 

beginning of a whole new life.  

It’s important to note here that, 

though we talk about the Father, Jesus, and 

the Holy Spirit, God is one; and this one 

God reveals himself through these three 

distinct persons. We call this the Trinity. 

God’s name is Yahweh (or Jehovah, which 

is the German transliteration of the Hebrew 

name Yahweh). God is what he is, Yahweh 

is who he is.  

Yahweh has always existed in three 

persons: God the Father, God the Son 

(Jesus) and God the Holy Spirit. Much like 

you may have one family (the Smiths), that 

one family is expressed through separate 

and distinct persons: the husband, the wife, 

and the kids. All of them together are the 
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Smiths, and individually they are the 

Smiths. Each individual will always be a 

part of the whole and is equal in value, yet 

they differ in function. So it is with God. 

We are saved to the Father, through the 

sacrifice of the Son by the work of the Holy 

Spirit who leads us. 

The reality of the Trinity is a great 

mystery, and you’ll grow in your 

understanding as you grow in your 

relationship with God. You don’t have to 

try and grasp it all now, but it is important 

to note that when we talk about God 

(Yahweh), we are talking about all he is. 

When we name Father, Son (Jesus), or Holy 

Spirit we are still talking about God, but 

also specifying which person we are 

interacting with.   
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Being made a member of God’s family 

is an amazing experience, and it takes some 

getting used to. Your feelings may deceive 

you in this new birth of your spirit.  

Just like when you have a birthday 

and you don’t necessarily feel older, when 

you come to Jesus you may feel the same, 

but you aren’t. You are a new creation. God 

now sees you as pure, whole, and perfect 

through Jesus Christ who stands before the 

Father on your behalf. You are a new 

creation, which means you will not receive, 

process, and respond to information, 

situations, and circumstances the same way 

you used to. You will find this to be true 

more and more as you grow in your new 

faith. 

The other side of feelings is that you 

may feel like you are totally different, and 
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you are … but not yet. This may seem like 

a contradiction, however, it’s just the reality 

of living in two worlds: the temporal (the 

physical world which doesn’t last) and the 

eternal (the unseen reality which lasts 

forever). In eternity—unbound by time and 

space—you are completely new; you stand 

complete before the Father, made holy by 

Jesus’ sacrifice by virtue of your belief and 

trust. You live in time, however, and have 

to learn what it means to “walk with God” 

and live in a relationship with him. That is 

the purpose of this book: to help you take 

those first steps into a bigger, brighter 

world full of the majesty and presence of 

the God who loves you and who has saved 

you through Jesus Christ. 

In these pages we will look at some 

steps you can take that will give you a 
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strong start along your journey of faith. 

The Christian life is not a playground. It’s a 

battlefield. You should expect, as things get 

fuller and better, that other things will 

become more challenging.  

One reason things can get 

challenging is that you have an enemy who 

hates you. As real as God and his angels 

are, Satan and his angels (demons) are just 

as real. Satan lives for his glory, though he 

was created for God’s glory. He is a 

defeated enemy, but because you bear the 

image of God, he hates you. He is your real 

enemy. When you lived apart from God, he 

worked to keep you there. Now that you are 

living with God he will work to ruin that 

relationship. People, circumstances, and 

temptations are tools in your enemy’s hands 

that he will use to drive a wedge between 
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you and God. This is where you’re 

commitment to seek and trust God will be 

most tested.  

Jesus said to his disciples, “In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! 

I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

What he means is that circumstances may 

not change but you have, and you will begin 

to respond to circumstances in the power, 

grace, hope, peace, truth, and love of Jesus.  

Jesus was also saying that when you 

went with the flow of culture, you fit in 

with culture. Now, you live counter to 

culture in many ways. As you live by the 

truth some will feel conviction and others 

will simply take offense. Jesus said it this 

way, “If the world hates you, keep in mind 

that it hated me first. If you belonged to the 

world, it would love you as its own. As it is, 
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you do not belong to the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world. That is why 

the world hates you” (John 15:18-19). That 

is another reason some things may become 

more challenging: resistance and 

persecution from people you thought loved 

and accepted you. 

All this is to say that there will be a 

wide range of responses to your new faith. 

Some will rejoice with you. Some will 

rejoice for you, even though they do not 

share your faith. Others will be indifferent 

while still others will be offended or even 

hostile. It’s in those times that we need to 

remember who we live for: the One who 

gave everything to give us life.  We live to 

please the One who loves us so much that 

“while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us” (Romans 5:8). 
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Life in right relationship to God is 

the most fulfilling, rewarding, and joyful 

thing you will ever know. The less we cling 

to the old life—a life built on dying 

things—the more we will experience 

abundant and eternal life in Christ. 

Learning to walk with God and live in his 

presence demands devotion, but is not 

complicated. As you begin to nurture this 

relationship you will hunger for more, you 

will be filled until your life overflows into 

the lives around you, blessing them with 

the love and truth of Jesus that you are 

experiencing.  

Your very first step in your new 

relationship with Jesus is to follow him into 

baptism. Baptism comes from the Greek 

word baptizo which means “to immerse.” It’s 
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the same word use to describe a sunken 

ship, or utensils being washed for use. 

The practice of baptism has its origin 

in the ceremonial washing of various 

objects used in worship. The Jews would 

wash candle trimmers, bowls, knives, pens, 

and other objects that were to be set apart 

(sanctified) in service to God so that they 

were clean and unblemished (holy) and 

suitable for use. In the Old Testament, 

people would wash themselves after a 

purification ceremony if they had become 

unclean by touching mold, body fluids, or a 

dead body. 

The practice of baptizing people 

“with water for repentance” (Matthew 3:11) 

first shows up in the gospels when John the 

Baptizer begins to perform baptisms in the 

Jordan River in preparation for Jesus’ 
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ministry. In coming to be baptized, people 

were trusting God to cleanse them and 

make them holy as they set themselves 

apart for communion with and in service to 

God. 

Though Jesus’ parents did for him 

what the law required as an infant, Jesus 

came to the river as an adult to be baptized 

by John saying that, “it is proper for us to 

do this to fulfill all righteousness” 

(Matthew 3:15). This act of going under the 

water and emerging again was a 

commitment to and foreshadowing of his 

own death and resurrection, by which we 

are saved. 

When you follow Jesus into believer’s 

baptism you are taking your first step of 

obedience as a new member of the family of 

God. When Jesus sent his disciples into the 
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world in Matthew 28:19, he commanded 

that they make disciples, baptizing them 

and teaching them. The call to us is to 

repent (turn from our own way and start to 

go God’s way) and be baptized (see Acts 

2:37-39). 

Baptism is not essential for salvation. 

You are baptized because you are saved; 

you are not saved because you are baptized. 

The thief on the cross next to Jesus was 

never baptized, but was promised by Jesus 

entry into the kingdom (see Luke 23:32-43). 

It was not possible for him to be baptized 

before his death, but it shows us that 

salvation is from Jesus and it is received by 

our repentance, not our religious 

observations. Baptism is not a legalistic, 

religious obligation; it is an expression of 

love, gratitude, and commitment on the 
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part of those who have received such an 

indescribable gift. 

Your baptism is not only your first 

step of obedience to Jesus, but it is an 

important beginning to your Christian life. 

Much like a rite of passage, it ushers you 

into the kingdom and family of God here on 

earth. Your brothers and sisters in Christ 

who witness your baptism rejoice with you 

and you with them. Others who witness 

your baptism see a statement of faith and a 

testimony that your old self is buried with 

Christ, and that you are raised with Christ 

to live a whole new life (see Romans 6:1-

14). 

If you have not yet been baptized as 

an act of your decision to trust and follow 

Jesus, you will want to talk to your pastor, 

church leadership, or whoever talked to you 
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about Jesus. Even if you were “baptized” as 

an infant—it was good for your parents to 

give you that foundation, and you are not 

invalidating what they’ve done for you—

you will need to follow Jesus by your own 

decision and will. It’s a remarkable first 

milestone along your new journey of faith. 

My prayer is that this book will 

encourage you in your new faith, and equip 

you to grow in your love for, and life in, 

Christ. You are now part of a revolution 

that will transform people, and change the 

world with the love and truth of Jesus 

Christ.  

May the Lord bless you and keep you 

and make the light of his Treasure shine to 

you and through you. 
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Chapter 1 

The Christian and the Church 

 

I had a friend in high school whose 

step-dad like to sail. He had a bumper 

sticker on his truck that read, “Have you 

hanked your jib today?” It always sounded 

like bathroom humor to me, and maybe that 

was part of the point, but a hank is a metal 

ring on the bow of a sailboat, and a jib is the 

triangular sail on the bow. The question 

basically means “did you secure the small 

front sail?”  

We need to be on the same page of 

terms, or we’re going to have to wrestle 

through misunderstanding. And no one 

wants that.  

Two terms that are important to 

understand right off the bat are “Christian” 
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and “church.” There are many people who 

call themselves Christian, or refer to others 

as Christian, who clearly have no idea what 

that name actually means. There are those 

who talk about “church” referring to the 

building or the programs. It’s important to 

know who a Christian is so that we can 

know who is a Christian, and so we can be 

sure that we are living as one ourselves. We 

need to know what the church is because 

this will shape our understanding of 

everything else.  

In Acts 11:26 we are told, “The 

disciples were called Christians first at 

Antioch.” The first thing to note is that 

before they were called Christians, they 

were known as disciples. A Christian, 

therefore, is a disciple of Jesus. A disciple is 

a student and follower; not just someone 
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who learns knowledge about Jesus or even 

from him, a disciple is someone who learns 

from Jesus and lives like Jesus as they follow 

him. The word “Christian” means “little 

Christ.” In other words, a Christian is a 

representation, a model, of Christ. 

To be Christian is to be like, or to be 

one who is being made to be like, Jesus. 

Becoming like Jesus is the result of being 

with him and is a process of learning, 

applying what is learned, and being 

transformed from what we were before we 

came to Jesus, to who we are in him. 

Far too many people think that if you 

simply believe in Jesus that this makes one 

Christian. Even a superficial reading of the 

gospels demonstrates that the demons 

believe in Jesus, the Pharisees believed in 

Jesus, and the Romans believed in Jesus, but 
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they refused to love and trust him, and they 

certainly didn’t spend their time with him. 

Their belief did not result in transformation 

and growth. A disciple—a Christian—

thinks, acts, and lives according to their 

belief in Jesus as Lord. 

Another word that is used often and 

incorrectly is “church.” Oftentimes this 

word is used to refer to a building, an 

activity, a set of ritual habits or liturgy, or 

series of programs. All of these are wrong. 

The church is not the time, place, or 

activities. Church is not something we do. 

The church is what we are. 

The Bible teaches us that the church 

is like a body which is made up of many 

parts with many different functions. In his 

letter to the church at Corinth, the apostle 

Paul says to the Christians there, “Now you 
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are the body of Christ, and each of you is a 

part of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). The church 

is the people, and those people living 

together in the presence of God and 

working together for the purpose of Christ 

is church life. 

Upon your profession of faith, you 

became a part of the body of Christ—the 

church. There are local church fellowships, 

and there is the greater Church which 

includes every Christian on the planet. 

There is one Church; there are many local 

churches. In a local church, its members are 

much like a body—a group different parts 

with varying gifts, talents, and abilities 

working together to build up and support 

each other while glorifying (revealing and 

making much of) the name (character, 

nature, and reputation) of Jesus. In the 
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greater, global Church the local fellowships, 

in similar fashion, work together like a 

body. You are a part of this great, big, 

beautiful picture.  

As a part of the church, there are four 

commitments you will want to make. We’ll 

get into these in more detail later, but for 

now, consider a decision to commit to 

membership in a local church. This is a 

personal but important decision. That local 

fellowship will be your immediate church 

family and your support system as you 

grow. You will want to commit to grow in 

maturity. This doesn’t just happen by 

osmosis. You’ll need to put yourself in a 

position to learn and grow. At some point, 

you will want to make a commitment to 

serve in the ministries of the church because 

this is where you will experience God most 
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powerfully. Finally, you will want to 

commit to the mission. To follow Jesus 

means to take part in the work he is doing 

all around you. Jesus wants others to 

experience the healing, hope, and freedom 

you now have, and he sends his invitation 

through you. 

As a Christian, there are four basic 

habits you will want to adopt that will 

nurture your relationship with God and will 

strengthen your faith. Again, we will cover 

these in more detail later. The first is to get 

to know God. This is your relationship with 

God and it is the foundation of all life, let 

alone abundant and eternal life. You’ll also 

want to develop a healthy prayer life. 

Learning to talk to God is essential in the 

development of that relationship. What we 

call “fellowship” is an important aspect of 
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Christian life. Sharing time with other 

believers will broaden your view of God. 

Finally, you’ll want to make your faith the 

priority. Nothing can be more important 

than your relationship with God because if 

that isn’t right, everything else—every 

other relationship—will suffer. Jesus must 

be lord of all, or he isn’t really lord at all. 

So let’s look at what all this means 

and how it looks in everyday life. 
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Chapter 2 

Growing in Your Relationship with God 

 

Jesus makes a very profound and 

important statement in John 17:3. He says, 

“Now this is eternal life: that they may 

know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom you have sent.”  The bedrock 

of salvation and eternal life is a relationship 

with God. 

You’ll notice that Jesus said nothing 

of liturgy, programs, dress-codes, or other 

religious things. Religion is a valuable tool 

for growing your relationship with God, 

but it cannot ever be used as a substitute for 

that relationship. Religion is a means, not 

an end and should never become an object 

of worship itself.  
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Remember, eternal life isn’t 

something distant—a perpetual church 

service in the clouds. It isn’t “someday” off 

on the far horizon. Eternal life is a living 

relationship with the Living God that 

begins right now! 

Your first step as a newborn in the 

family of God is to get to know him. This 

may seem challenging since you cannot see 

him with your eyes, hear him with your 

ears, or touch him with your hands. Yet this 

doesn’t mean that God cannot be seen, 

heard, and felt. He is very real, even more 

real that you and I, and he wants to be 

found by those who have the desire to seek 

him. 

Have you ever read a “Where’s 

Waldo” book? It can pretty challenging to 

find that skinny little striped man amid all 
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the chaos that so typically surrounds him. 

There are often characters who share his 

stripes or hat; they’re close, but they’re not 

Waldo. They’re just a decoy. 

As hard as it may be to find Waldo, 

you will eventually discover him, usually, 

because you know who you’re looking for 

and what they look like. It’s the same with 

God. There are a ton of distractions in this 

world, but if we know what to look for, we 

can find God amid the chaos of our lives. 

And as a blessing from his own hand, God 

has given us a great treasure that will help 

us to see exactly who we’re looking for: the 

Bible. 

Reading the Bible will give you a 

great view of God. The Bible is called “the 

Living Word of God.” It’s more than a 

storybook to entertain us, a newspaper to 
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inform us, or a hallmark card to make us 

feel all warm and fuzzy. It’s meant to reveal 

God. Unlike other books, we don’t read it to 

finish, we read it to change. It speaks to us 

and reveals to us what’s in our own heart 

and shows us the heart of God.  

As we read the Bible we come face to 

face with God himself. We see ourselves as 

we are, and we see who God is making us. 

Through these sacred pages, God leads, 

guides, shapes, and molds us. Reading the 

Bible gives you a clear view of God and his 

work. 

The word “Bible” comes from the 

Latin, biblia, which means “book.” There are 

66 books in the Bible which are divided into 

two sections: The Old Testament, which is 

the Bible Jesus would have had, and the 

New Testament, which is the part of the 
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Bible that was written and compiled as a 

result of Jesus’ life by his apostles. Both are 

equally important and relevant to daily 

living.  

The Bible was originally written in 

three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and 

Greek. Since most of us aren’t fluent in 

those languages, scholars have worked 

tirelessly to translate them into English. 

There are several very good translations 

available. Choose one that is easy for you to 

read and understand (see page 91). I 

suggest a study Bible, or Life Application 

Bible which includes study notes to help 

you grow in your understanding of what’s 

being said and what it means. Keep in mind, 

however, that the Bible is the inspired word 

of God, the notes are just helpful guides and 

not scripture.  
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Just reading the Bible is good, but 

God wants the best for you—he wants you 

to experience his presence and truth, so we 

can’t stop at just reading it. As it is written, 

“Don’t merely listen to the word and so 

deceive yourselves. Do what it says!” (James 

1:22) 

We are not invited to know about 

God. We are invited to know him. There’s a 

difference. It’s like the difference between 

looking at pictures of Yosemite, and 

actually spending a week hiking through it. 

It’s the same with God. Understanding that 

God provides is only of some value. 

Experiencing God’s provision is life-

changing. 

Read the Bible, listen for the Holy 

Spirit to give you understanding, and 

determine to be responsive to what he 
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shows you. When you read the Bible and 

are able to see and understand how it 

pertains to your life, that is God speaking to 

you by the Holy Spirit. It is an invitation 

from God to walk with him more closely. 

Seize that opportunity! 

There are other habits that will 

nurture your relationship with God, and we 

will give these their own chapters. 
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Chapter 3 

Learning to Talk with God 

 

When we think of prayer, we usually 

think of something like an antique phone, 

or a vending machine. What I mean by that 

is this: 

Have you seen an antique phone that 

looks like a box with the ear piece on a 

short cord that you put to your ear, the 

microphone sticking out of the front which 

you talk into, and the hand crank on the 

side that was used to ring the operator? 

How often do believers ring the operator, 

talk into the mic, but never put the earpiece 

to their ear? We talk and talk, telling God 

about our lives, our struggles, our hopes, 

and what we’d like him to do, but we 

seldom listen for him to speak to us. 
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Prayer is a conversation. We talk, we 

listen; God speaks, we respond. If we’re 

talking to a friend, and never let them get a 

word in edgewise, that relationship would 

be stunted to say the least. Prayer is two-

way communication with the Living God of 

creation. We can talk to him, and we need 

to listen. 

We can also treat prayer like a 

vending machine. If we put in the right 

“coins” then we can select what we want. 

Prayer is just talking. It’s not about 

saying the right things, using the right 

verbiage and phrases, or maintaining the 

right posture. It’s about being open, honest, 

and sincere with God, who knows your 

heart and knows your needs already. Don’t 

try to impress him, just talk to him like you 

would anyone else. 
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Jesus’ disciples asked him to teach 

them to pray (Luke 11:1-4). This makes 

“how do you pray?” a valid question I 

suppose. Jesus’ response was what we call 

The Lord’s Prayer. We need to remember 

that Jesus said this is how we should pray. 

This prayer is a model, not to be used 

verbatim like an incantation. The basic flow 

of the prayer is outlined in the acrostic 

ACTS. This stands for Adoration, 

Confession, Thanksgiving, and 

Supplication. 

Adoration is when we acknowledge 

and praise God simply for who he is. This 

part of prayer can be greatly aided with the 

use of scripture (the Bible). Reading 

through the book of Psalms and praying 

through the attributes of God named in so 

many of those chapters will give you a great 
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view of God and plenty of reasons to praise 

him. 

Confession simply means agreeing 

with God. Typically, this is in relation to 

confessing sin, but it can also mean 

confessing joy, sorrow, weakness, our need 

for him, or our desire for him. This time of 

confession in prayer is when we clear the 

air between God and us. That really is the 

beautiful part of this relationship: we long 

to be faithful, but we can be faithful even in 

our failure through confession and 

repentance (turning from our way to go 

God’s way, or making a change to avoid 

repeating sin).  

It may also be important to note here 

that sin isn’t just doing something bad. The 

word “sin” is a Hebrew word that means “to 

miss the mark or target.” This isn’t just 
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missing the bull’s eye; it’s missing the 

whole target, usually because we’re aiming 

at the wrong one. Things that are good in-

and-of themselves can become sin if we 

allow it to come between God and us. Sin is 

actions or attitudes which are harmful to 

ourselves or others—selfish and short 

sighted choices. It can be things that we do 

that are wrong, or it can be the right things 

we choose not to do. Sin hinders our walk 

with God, and can even cripple it. 

Confession brings healing to our hearts and 

restores our relationship and walk with 

God. 

Thanksgiving is bringing an attitude 

of gratitude to our prayers. We don’t 

realize how many blessings we receive from 

God. Taking time to think on those 

blessings and be grateful for them is vital. 



42 

 

Every day we wake up to a new day full of 

opportunity and possibility. That is a gift 

from God. Even our struggles and 

hardships are used to make us “mature and 

complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:4). 

The more we practice being thankful in 

every situation and for every reason, the 

more clearly we will begin to recognize 

God and his work. 

Supplication is a funny word that 

simply means asking for stuff. Though we 

don’t want this to be the dominant part of 

prayer, it is important. Usually by the time 

we’ve adored him, confessed to him, and 

thanked him, we wind up with a very 

different spirit when we come to 

supplication. When we petition God we can 

bring our needs to him, our hopes and 

desires; we can also pray for the welfare of 
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others. Through all these stages of prayer, 

we need to be ready to hear from God, 

because he loves to talk with his children 

and we need to hear from him.  

God’s voice can come in many ways. 

You might actually hear a voice, but most 

often it comes in thoughts, images, and 

ideas that pop into your head. Sometimes 

He will lead you to passages in the Bible, 

other times he will impress upon you an 

urge to call someone.  

At first it may be hard to tell the 

difference between God’s voice and your 

own thoughts, or other distractions. Over 

time and with practice, you’ll learn to know 

the difference. On that note, it’s important 

and helpful to remember that God will 

never say anything to you, or lead you into 

anything, that contradicts what he has said 
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in his word. If there is ever a question about 

what you think you’ve heard from God, go 

back to the Bible and see if what you’ve 

heard agrees with what God has said in his 

word. 

One habit that has helped me grow in 

my prayer life over the years is journaling. 

Sometimes, I write out my prayers in a 

journal, like writing a letter. Anytime I 

think I hear God speaking, I write those 

words in all caps or in parenthesis so I can 

go back and review them or measure them 

against what God says in the Bible. Other 

times, I’ll simply record my requests and 

the things I’ve said so I can go back and see 

how God has answered, or so I can reflect 

on what’s been going on and realize God’s 

answers if they aren’t obvious. Journaling 

can be a very helpful habit in prayer. 
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Experiencing God in prayer and 

seeing him answer will grow your love for, 

and trust in God. Prayer is not a religious 

habit, but our living connection with God. 

Prayers can be formal, in a specific place 

and at specific times with a specific posture. 

Prayers can also be informal and 

spontaneous, in a moment, at a critical time, 

or in response to the work or revelation of 

God. The Bible tells us to maintain a 

continual attitude of prayer—always 

inclining our hearts and minds to him, 

involving him in every aspect of our lives. 

As we learn to incline our hearts and minds 

to him, we will experience a fuller measure 

of his presence and blessing. Prayer, 

whether you pray for yourself, or with and 

for someone else, is a ministry to the soul. 

 



46 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



47 

 

Chapter 4 

Sharing Time with Other Believers 

 

You may have known someone who 

has always had to learn the hard way. No 

matter how much counsel they’re offered, or 

how much encouragement they receive to 

do the right thing, they just seem to have to 

fall on their face before they learn that 

there’s a better or easier way. If you’re one 

of those people, you may want to read this 

chapter a couple times. 

The church is here for a purpose, a 

very important purpose. We encourage and 

equip one another to live with and for Jesus. 

We help each other discover our identity in 

Christ together, our calling from God 

together, and we live to leave a legacy of 

faith together. We are the face of Jesus to 
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each other. The Bible says it this way, “we 

will in all things grow up into him who is 

the Head, that is Christ. From him the 

whole body, joined and held together by 

every supporting ligament, grows and 

builds itself up in love, as each part does its 

work” (Ephesians 4:15-16). 

We aren’t wired to make this journey 

alone. God created us for interdependence. 

Kind of the same way your body works. 

Lungs just wouldn’t fair well on their 

own…or without the heart. We help one 

another as we grow in our faith, as we 

encourage one another, and learn from one 

another. We call this relationship with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ fellowship. 

Through authentic fellowship we can 

learn about God and faith from each others’ 

experiences. We don’t have to learn the 
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hard way. We can avoid painful failures, 

and be emboldened to step up and take our 

relationship with God deeper. As we share 

our experiences, thoughts, beliefs, and 

understandings with one another we 

broaden each others’ view of God and his 

work.  

It’s important to note that a lack of 

experiences or a difference of experiences 

do not separate us from being a part of 

God’s family. In fact, it makes us more 

indispensible (read 1 Corinthians 12:14-25). 

God knows that we need each other. He 

designed the body that way, and our unified 

diversity makes us whole. 

Fellowship, though it does include 

just fun, social time, is more than simply 

“hanging out” together. In fellowship we 

share life together. We share our thoughts, 
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our victories, and our failures. In fellowship 

we receive counsel, encouragement, and 

correction…and we offer it. Christian 

fellowship is a two-way street where we 

give and are given the kind of love that 

edifies and enriches. 

Jesus said, “By this all men will know 

that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another” (John 13:35). This is fellowship: 

loving one another with an attitude—not 

an emotion—of love. By the definition 

given in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, “Love is 

patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 

does not boast, it is not proud. It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 

does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth. It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. Love 
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never fails.” There’s not a feeling on the list. 

All of these are an intentional attitude we 

choose. Fellowship is when we choose to 

love and share our lives with one another. 

Sharing life isn’t a church program. 

Life happens between Sundays. When we 

talk about loving one another and having 

fellowship, we mean the common, everyday, 

ordinary things that make up your average 

day. Fellowship happens at a BBQ, running 

errands, sitting around the kitchen table, on 

the job, at the kids’ soccer game, and even 

over the phone. 

We may have friendships with those 

who are not Christian. We love them, and 

this is essential if we are to introduce others 

to the love and truth of Jesus. Fellowship—

that mutual exchange between one spirit 

and another, which edifies our spirit and 
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our walk with God—can only happen with 

our brothers and sisters in Christ who are 

filled by the same Spirit. And fellowship is a 

beautiful thing. 

An important distinction needs to be 

made: You are encouraged and commanded 

to be engaged in the lives of those who do 

not share your faith. Share life with them, 

enjoy their company; love them and even 

disciple them! This is how they will come to 

encounter Jesus, and you will experience 

God more fully. You should be careful, 

however, to find your identity, calling, and 

value in the body of Christ. 
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Chapter 5 
Making Faith the Priority 

 

There are so many things that we can 

see, hear, and possess that are precious to 

us, and the thought of making something, 

or someone else a priority over those people 

or things can seem undesirable. Let me 

assure you, you want to make God your top 

priority. 

God is not interested in being a part 

of your life. That may sound strange, but if 

he’s just a part of your life, then it’s easy to 

dismiss him when you don’t want him or if 

he and his commands aren’t convenient or 

comfortable. Jesus is lord. He doesn’t want 

to be just a part of your life; he wants to be 

the very foundation of your whole life.  
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 The whole of the Christian life is 

summed up in Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the 

LORD with all your heart, and do not lean 

on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge him [his character, 

nature, power, and authority], and he will 

make your paths straight.” This means that 

in absolutely everything we do, we seek to 

honor, rely on, and please God above all 

else. 

As an example, husbands will love 

their wives, not because they always 

deserve it (in the husband’s thinking) or 

because things are going well, but because 

God commands it. Most often the husband 

will love his wife because he wants to, but 

on the rare occasion when he doesn’t feel 

lovey dovey, he will choose to act in an 

attitude of love because He loves God and is 
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seeking to honor him. That commitment 

then blesses and prospers the marriage and 

it grows stronger. Wives are commanded to 

respect their husbands, and that’s much 

easier to do when the wife trusts that the 

husband is committed to God and will 

choose love, even if he doesn’t “feel like it,” 

and again, the relationship prospers. 

Putting God first and choosing 

loving obedience to Him always benefits the 

people and things we cherish. It’s a help, 

not a hindrance. There will be some people 

who don’t understand your faith priority, 

and may falsely accuse you for it, but in the 

long run, and with consistency, they too 

will see the benefit of your loving obedience 

to God. 

When God is our chief priority, we 

manage our resources more wisely, we 
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interact in our relationships with selfless 

love, and we live in the power and presence 

of God, growing closer to, and more like, 

him. 

God leads us to be good managers of 

what we own and the opportunities that 

come our way. God leads us to love others 

and do what’s right (not always what’s fair). 

When God comes first, we choose mercy, 

compassion, and generosity as we deal with 

others, regardless of what we think they 

deserve or what we feel justified in doing. 

When God comes first and we choose to 

live by faith, others are blessed. 
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Four Basic Commitments 
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Chapter 6 

A Commitment to a Local Church 

 

Our culture glorifies the “Rambo” 

figure. We want an independent hero or 

heroine that will face overwhelming odds 

and emerge victorious. That might work 

for Hollywood in a world of scripts and 

special effects, but it’s not at all effective in 

real life. The truth is, that we are meant to 

be a part of something; we were made for 

community. 

One of your first steps as a new 

follower of Jesus is to commit to 

membership in a local church. This isn’t like 

joining a team that’s in competition with 

the other teams. Your profession of faith 

has made you a member of The Church, but 

you will need to partner with a group of 
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local Christians to really discover your 

identity and calling, and to leave a legacy of 

faith in your world.  

Church membership isn’t about 

numbers. We shouldn’t keep a membership 

roll so we can boast about how many people 

we “have” in our church. Membership in a 

local church is about commitment: your 

commitment to Christ, his mission, and his 

people, as well as your commitment to 

grow up in your faith.  

You made your profession of faith in a 

church, I’m assuming—among a group of 

people who are learning to follow Jesus. 

Someone invited you to church, or maybe 

you just started going on your own because 

you knew that “church” is where you go if 

you’re looking for God. In any case, 

someone invested in you by sharing their 
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faith journey, teaching you about the 

Gospel, and maybe praying with you. 

Perhaps you’ve already been baptized in the 

presence of that local church and celebrated 

your new faith together (if not, then ask 

your pastor about baptism). That’s a great 

start, but that relationship doesn’t end 

there. 

When you become a member of a 

local church, you are declaring that group 

to be your family. Though you’re not 

related by a father’s blood, you are now 

related by the blood of Jesus Christ and are 

all a part of the family of God. Your 

commitment to membership is a 

commitment to grow with this group of 

people. That commitment says, “you can 

count on me to be here, and be engaged.” 
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Like any other family, it’s not perfect. 

There will be people you butt heads with, 

people you disagree with. There will be 

fallings out, disagreements, and conflict. If 

church families were perfect, we wouldn’t 

have half of the New Testament (which 

frequently addresses problems in the 

churches). Church families are not exempt 

from conflict, but rather, they use conflict 

constructively and grow closer together 

through it.   

In your church family there will be 

those of you who teach, preach, counsel, 

pray, and encourage; and people who are 

generous with their time, talent, and 

treasure for the benefit of their brothers and 

sisters in Christ. As we all work together in 

the mission of Jesus Christ, we all grow 

together to give the world a clearer picture 
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of what it means to live in redeemed 

relationships with God and with one 

another. We’re like a window into the 

kingdom of God. 

Church membership means a 

commitment to protect the unity of the 

church by acting in godly love toward other 

members, refusing to gossip, and following 

Christ under the guidance of church 

leadership. It’s a commitment to share in 

the responsibility of the church by offering 

your time, talents and treasure for the 

purpose of Christ. Membership is a 

commitment to participate in the life of the 

church by discovering your identity in 

Christ and actively fulfilling the calling of 

God on your life. It is also a commitment to 

support the testimony of the church by 
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being a part of the local community and 

living according to God’s word.  

Being a member of the church doesn’t 

end at regular Sunday attendance, but 

extends to small groups and other 

interactions with your church family. These 

interactions build community, 

strengthening the church and nurturing the 

individual. Churches can be accused of 

being cliquey, but most often there are 

simply groups of people who take their 

membership more seriously and therefore 

participate more in the life of the church, 

and are therefore more connected with each 

other. We sometimes say, “Brothers who 

sweat together, stick together.”  

Your commitment to membership is a 

commitment to be a part of something 

bigger than you. It’s a commitment to grow 
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in your faith and to be an active part of 

God’s great purpose. 

Making a commitment to be a 

member in a local church does not mean 

that your life revolves around that local 

church. Your life is directed by God. He 

may place you in one fellowship now, and 

then move you to another later. We need to 

follow God, but we need to be sure it’s God 

we’re following. 

Leaving a church should be a difficult 

decision. We should never leave on a whim, 

or in the heat of conflict. You’ll only wind 

up taking that baggage with you to the next 

fellowship. When we leave a church, we 

should be sure we are being sent out by 

God, and we should secure the blessing of 

our church and church leadership. It’s called 

leaving well. 



66 

 

Neither does this commitment to a 

local church mean you can’t visit other 

churches or participate in events with other 

churches or groups. In fact, it’s that kind of 

fellowship with the greater body of Christ 

that should be encouraged. Your 

commitment is to Christ first. Your 

commitment to a local church fellowship is 

a result of your desire for and commitment 

to Jesus.  
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Chapter 7 

A Commitment to Grow Spiritually 

 

I’m sure we’ve all encountered 

someone who, though they have aged, they 

haven’t grown up. Growing up is more than 

a matter of simply progressing through a 

biological maturation process. Growing up 

has to do with intellectual, emotional, and 

spiritual maturity, and that happens with 

intent. 

This journey of faith didn’t begin by 

accident. You made a decision. Eternal life 

isn’t summed up in one decision; you’ll be 

making one decision after another from 

here on out.  

Your salvation didn’t come because 

you raised your hand or repeated a prayer. 

God heard the cry of your heart and saw 
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your desire for him. That’s what he 

responded to when he saved you. That 

desire will lead you closer and closer to 

God as you choose to draw near to him. 

Your spiritual maturity will come 

about as you feed that desire for God, which 

means, you will need to commit to grow in 

maturity. What that means is that you 

intentionally put yourself in a position to be 

challenged, encouraged, and equipped in 

your Christian faith. 

Part of this intentional effort happens 

in the corporate church setting (the 

structure of your local church). Through 

weekly worship services, small group 

gatherings, Sunday school classes, and 

other church programs you will be taught 

and sometimes trained in the faith and grow 

in experience with God.  
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Church leadership and other believers 

are here to teach, encourage, and walk with 

you as you grow…and you are here to 

learn, but also to contribute to the growth 

and maturity of others. Please don’t think 

that a church leader or pastor cannot learn 

from you just because you’re a new 

Christian. You are a valuable part of the 

body of Christ. 

What happens in the corporate 

setting is only a small part of your 

Christian life. Interaction with other 

believers cannot be limited to a weekly 

gathering. Relationships are built and made 

strong as we share everyday life together. 

That doesn’t mean you spend every waking 

hour with your church friends, it means 

spending time with them as you would any 

other friend and sharing life with them. 
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Bringing worship in the home is also 

a vital part of growing spiritually. 

“Worship” is another one of those words we 

need to define. Typically when the word 

“worship” is used in Christian circles it 

means music and singing. This is a woefully 

anemic definition of worship. Worship is a 

lifestyle of responding to God’s revelation 

of himself. Worship is being thankful to 

God, praising God, and seeking his face. 

We worship in prayer, in singing, in silent 

reflection and meditation (filling our minds 

with thoughts of God and his word). We 

worship with the work of our hands and the 

words of our mouth. Through testimonies 

(telling what God has done and how we 

have come to know him), intentional acts of 

kindness, and encouraging one another we 

also worship God. Bringing worship into 
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the home is to simply set aside time to focus 

on and draw near to God, who is ever-

present. This can be done through music 

and singing, it can be done through Bible 

reading and prayer, or it can be done by 

talking about what God has done or is 

doing in your life/lives.  

Reading books, listening to sermons 

online, discussing things you’ve read and 

heard with other believers are all ways you 

put yourself in a position to learn and grow. 

Another great activity that fosters 

growth is sharing your faith with others 

and having spiritual conversations with 

those who don’t necessarily share you faith. 

Don’t think you need to have all the 

answers. The Holy Spirit will give you 

words to speak when the need arises, but 

it’s also okay to say you don’t have an 
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answer or response and that you’ll find out. 

Honesty, sincerity, and transparency are 

always more valuable than faking it, or 

avoidance. 

Personal growth happens as you walk 

with God (live daily in the knowledge and 

awareness of God’s presence and 

responding to his activity in your life). 

Looking back to Proverbs 3:5-6, which we 

mentioned earlier, when we acknowledge 

God in all our ways, he will lead us to 

maturity. Your church family and 

leadership are here to help you, guide you, 

encourage and instruct you, but ultimately 

you are responsible for nurturing your 

relationship with Jesus. It’s a relationship 

that, much like a fire, gets bigger, brighter, 

and better as you feed it.  
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Chapter 8 

A Commitment to Serve in Ministry 

 

When you read in the Bible how God 

gave certain people specific abilities we 

have to remember, they couldn’t read about 

it. They had to find out they were given 

those abilities by following God and using 

them. This is why being active in the 

ministries of your church family is so 

important. Through service you experience 

the power of God at work in, through, and 

around you. 

The ministries of the church belong 

to every member. You are a part of the 

body of Christ, and you have something 

both to offer, and to gain. God has brought 

you into his family so that you can know 

him, and others can come to know him 
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though you. This happens through acts of 

service that we call “ministry.” 

Ministry can be a formal program in 

the structure of the church. By this I mean 

an activity that is planned, funded, and 

carried out by the church like Vacation 

Bible School, the deacon ministry, or an 

outreach program like feeding the 

homeless. Ministry can also be informal, 

like bringing cold water out to the guys 

working on the road down your street, 

bringing lunch to the guy on the corner 

begging for change, or stopping to talk and 

pray with a co-worker whose having a hard 

time.  

It’s easy to get the idea that ministry 

has to be something big, flashy, and well 

organized. That simply isn’t true. The most 

powerful and effective ministry ever done is 
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small but intentional acts of love, 

compassion, and kindness offered on an 

interpersonal, one-on-one situation. That 

personal love and care can be far more 

powerful than a corporate event, so never 

underestimate the effectiveness of any small 

thing God may lead you to do.  

You are the church and any service—

great or small—you offer another in Jesus’ 

name and for his great purpose is ministry. 

Since, as a follower of Jesus, you do 

ministry, you are a minister—whether you 

have a title or not. As a member of God’s 

kingdom and family, you are brought into 

God’s mission. That makes you a 

missionary. Acts 17:26 tells us that God 

determined the very times and places each 

one of us would live so that people would 

seek God. In other words, you live here and 
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now so that you would seek God, and so 

that others would seek God because of what 

they see in you. Whether God plants you 

here or sends you out, you are on mission to 

introduce people to the love and truth of 

Jesus. 

Ministry, whether it’s formal or 

informal, is a vital part of that mission. And 

what you’ll find is that ministry is a double-

edged sword. It will always affect those to 

whom we minister, but it will also impact 

and edify those doing the ministry. In our 

old self we wanted people to serve us and 

meet our needs. In Christ we find there is 

greater joy and benefit in trusting God for 

our needs and serving others! When God 

works through us to do what only he can 

do, we receive a blessing of joy and 

fulfillment. 
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Serving with your brothers and 

sisters in ministry also builds relationships. 

Those who serve together grow closer 

together and build a trust and a bond that 

enriches, edifies, and fulfills them. Like we 

said earlier, “brothers who sweat together 

stick together.” That unity is essential to 

show people what redeemed relationships 

look like, and for discovering our identity 

and calling in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



78 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



79 

 

Chapter 9 

A Commitment to Take Ownership of the 

Mission 

 

When I was a kid, I thought my job, 

as a Christian, was to attend church, and 

when I got a job that I would need to tithe 

(give 10% to the church). In other words, it 

felt a little like the church was the boss, and 

I was expected to just fall in line, meet 

expectations, and not rock the boat. In my 

thinking, the church owned the mission, 

and I was just along for the ride. I’ve 

learned a lot since then. 

When Jesus gave his last charge to 

his disciples before he ascended into heaven, 

he said, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth is given to me. Therefore, go and 
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make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you” 

(Matthew 28:18-20). This instruction, 

which we call the Great Commission, gives 

us a very different view of our place in the 

church. 

The reason Jesus stated that all 

authority belonged to him was that he was 

sending his disciples out in that authority. 

That means that you are empowered by 

Jesus Christ to make disciples. The same 

power that healed the sick, gave sight to the 

blind, made the mute speak, drove out 

demons and by which Jesus rose from the 

dead, has called, anointed, and sent you to 

carry the message of the Gospel of Christ to 

the world around you. You are not under 
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the authority of the church (as an 

institution); you are in the power and 

authority of Jesus Christ. 

That authority and empowerment is 

given you for a purpose: to fulfill the 

mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Take ownership of that mission. 

Remember back to the beginning of 

the book, we looked at John 17 and said 

that eternal life is to know God, personally 

and intimately. That is eternal life. As you 

live eternal life, the most important 

command is to “Love God with all your 

heart, soul, mind and strength” and to “love 

your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:28-31). 

To bring that home, it means our greatest 

charge is to know and love God, and 

through the living of our lives in 

relationship with him and by the word of 



82 

 

our testimony, to make him known to 

others. That is your mission. 

With church structure playing such a 

big part of church life these days, it’s 

tempting to think that you need permission 

from the church (institution) to do ministry 

or reach out. That’s not true. Jesus already 

commanded you. You are commissioned 

and empowered by God himself, and the 

church is here to support, encourage, and 

even partner with you. Take ownership of 

your mission, you are the church.  

Another temptation is to think that 

since you are now saved, your job is over. 

Others can come to Jesus and you won’t 

hinder them, but they can find him on their 

own—if they really want to know, they can 

ask. That inward focus is deadly because it 

considers only self, which is the heart of sin. 
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The church is not a social club that 

facilitates every Christian amenity to keep 

Christians comfortable on the church 

campus. Our mission is to carry the light 

(love, truth, and reality) of Jesus into the 

world. That’s our job as a group, and that’s 

our job as individuals. We need to take 

ownership of it. If you love God, you will 

want to make much of him. When we love 

God, we will love what God loves, and so 

we will want the people we love to know 

God, who loves them ultimately and 

completely. Own your mission to stand in 

the gap between God and those who are 

still lost to him. Let your life be a bridge 

that unites them. 
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Chapter 10 

The Bottom Line 

 

There’s a lot here, and it’s not hard to 

feel overwhelmed. Let me assure you, the 

Christian life is very simple and that is why 

this chapter is here. If you’re a bottom line, 

“just tell me what I need to know” kind of 

person then this is your chapter! 

The Westminster Confession aptly 

states that “the chief end of man is to know 

God and enjoy him forever.” That’s pretty 

much it. There will be things that come out 

of that, but in a nutshell, that sums it up 

beautifully. It’s not about earning anything. 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and that is not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 

works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 
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2:8-9). Our need to have a hand in earning 

our salvation is part of the old, selfish, 

prideful life which we claim that we are 

leaving behind through baptism. If you 

haven’t been baptized as an act of your own 

desire and will, talk to your pastor and do 

so. (If you skipped to chapter 10, see the 

Introduction for more on this). 

The two greatest commandments, 

which are obeyed because of what’s been 

given, not to gain anything, are: 

 Love God with all that you are and 

do, and 

 Love others—without exception.  

All our religion, our habits, rituals, and 

practices, are a response to God and the 

love he has shown us, and tools to help us 

grow in our relationship with God.  
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To grow in this relationship with 

God, there are four habits we can practice 

in our personal life that will be very helpful: 

 Get to know God better through 

reading the Bible, living out what 

we believe, through prayer, and 

other relationship building habits. 

 Learn to talk with, and listen to 

God. We call that a healthy prayer 

life. 

 Share time with other believers in 

fellowship. This will broaden your 

view of God and is important to 

growing in your faith. 

 Make your faith the priority over 

everything else. This will prosper 

every other relationship and bring 

consistency to everything you do. 
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There are also four basic 

commitments you will want to make as a 

part of something bigger: the church. These 

are: 

 Commit to a local church. This is 

simply a commitment to Jesus and 

his mission in partnership with a 

local church family. 

 Commit to grow in spiritual 

maturity. This doesn’t happen by 

accident, you choose to take 

advantage of opportunities to 

experience God more deeply. 

 Commit to participate in the 

ministries of the church. This 

doesn’t mean do everything every 

time, but it does mean managing 

your time, talent, and treasure 
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alongside your church family in a 

way that honors God. 

 Commit to take ownership of the 

mission of the church. Jesus called 

you into his mission and has 

empowered you to lead others to 

him. You don’t need permission, 

just a willing heart and a good 

connection with Jesus. He is at 

work all around us all the time. We 

just need to learn to hear his voice 

and respond, following him into 

meaningful ministry and service.  

 

That’s the basics. This is the 

beginning of a fantastic and exciting 

journey. Remember, your greatest purpose 

is to know God and to become like him by 

being with him. Others will encounter God 



90 

 

through you as you live like Jesus does. 

Your charge is to gaze at God and manage 

the things around you, not the other way 

around.  

Welcome to the family, and I pray 

that you will find yourself filled by the 

presence of God, and all the more as you 

grow in him. 
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Recommended Reading 
We recommend, foremost, that you read the 

Bible. You will want a good translation that 

is easy for you to read and understand. 

There are several good translations out 

there. I recommend: 

 New International Version (NIV) 

 New American Standard (NASB) 

 English Standard Version (ESV) 

 New Living Translation (NLT) 

 New King James (NKJV) 

 Holman Christian Standard (HCSB) 

Devotionals: 

 Devotional Classics, edited by 

Richard J. Foster and James Bryan 

Smith, published by Harper Collins 

 My Utmost for His Highest by 

Oswald Chambers 
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Christian Living: 

 Knowing God by J.I. Packer 

 Crazy Love by Francis Chan 

 Forgotten God by Francis Chan 

 Secrets of the Silence by Bob 

Kilpatrick 

 Beautiful Outlaw by John Eldridge 

 The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan 

Manning 

 

For Study: 

 How to Read the Bible for All It’s 

Worth by Gordon Fee and Douglas 

Stuart 
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Other Titles from M.A. Hayward 
 

The Economy of the Soul: Making World-

Changing Investments without Fear (2011) 

 The Economy of the Soul addresses 

our system of give-and-take and 

looks at why we look to see what 

we stand to gain rather than giving 

from what we’ve been given in 

Christ 

How Jesus Saves (2012) 

 How Jesus Saves looks at the Fall in 

the Garden of Eden and the events 

of the crucifixion as a way of 

explaining the sufficiency of Jesus’ 

sacrifice on the cross for your sin. 

The Treasure of Heaven (2013) 

 The Treasure of Heaven looks at 

our relationships: how to build 
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healthy ones, and how God can heal 

broken ones. It teaches us to value 

and enjoy the real treasure of 

heaven: one another. 

 

 

 

 

Visit www.mahayward.com for more 

information, or visit Michael’s home church 

at www.FaithCommunityRP.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



96 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


